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Velkommen til Stevne 2018!
Velkommen til 2018 Tre Lag Stevne! 

Einar Haugen’s Norwegian-American Dictionary defines the word “stevne” as convention, meeting, or rally. It is the 
bokmal version of the word, “stemne.” The sponsors of this stevne are the Gudbrandsdalslag, Nord Hedmark og Hedemarken 
Lag, and Trønderlag of America.  I find it hard to believe that it is soon 20 years that representatives of the three lags met in my 
living room in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, to organize the Tre Lag Stevne to provide opportunities for genealogical research, 
reflection on Norwegian heritage and culture, as well as promote friendship and fellowship for members and friends of the 
three lags.

Our immigrant ancestors have been gathering ever since the early days of immigration. They wanted to speak in their 
native dialect and meet with family and friends. Huge numbers of lag members came together to renew the bonds of 
fellowship.  

I hope that you will take advantage of every opportunity for sharing your stories, learning from culture and heritage, as well 
as exploring the ways in which our roots are anchored, not only in our history, but in the community we are visiting. 

I recently found my souvenir tee shirt from an earlier visit to the Spam Museum in Austin, one of the places we will explore 
as a group. Does anyone else have one? I will be wearing it at some time during the stevne.  Be sure to note the stevne schedule 
that includes local and regional speakers who will help us understand the history of the area in which we are meeting. 

I hope you will enjoy the stevne! 

Robert Fossum
President, Trønderlag of America

Jim Olson
President, Gudbrandsdalslag

Joy Shong
President, Nord Hedmark 
         og Hedemarken Lag
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2018 Tre Lag Stevne 
Steering Committee

Officers
Richard Lundgren, Chair
Dixie Hansen, Vice Chair
Ron Helstad, Treasurer
Nancy Hawkinson, Secretary

Committee Members
Barry Dahl
Trudy DeKeuster
Chris Falteisek
Robert Fossum 
Dave Kearin
Jim Olson
Kathy Pedersen
Nancy Pickering
John Reindl
Linda Schwartz
Joy Shong
Marilyn Sorensen

TRØNDERLAG OF AMERICA
Website: www.tronderlag.org

Robert Fossum President / Acting Historian
Trudy DeKeuster Vice President
Nancy Hawkinson Secretary
Jon Satrum Treasurer / Membership / 
 Webmaster
Barry Dahl Director / Genealogist
Linda Schwartz Past President / 
 Editor
Joy Haugan Williams Board Member At Large

NORD HEDMARK OG HEDEMARKEN LAG
Website: nhohlag.org

Joy Shong President
Chris Falteisek Vice President
Gay Kearin Secretary
Ron Helstad Treasurer
Gary Flatgard Director
Gary Olson Director
Shirley Schoenfeld Director/Editor
John Reindl Genealogist
Dixie Hansen Past President /
 Membership/
 Webmaster

GUDBRANDSDAL LAG NATIONAL
Website: www.gudbrandlag.org

Jim Olson President
Anne Farning Vice President
Katherine Pedersen Secretary
Elaine Victorine Treasurer
Betty Strand Membership
Marilyn Sorensen Genealogist
Gary Romsaas Webmaster
Gerald Hanson Historian
Robert O. Olson Archivist
Nancy Pickering Editor
C. Marvin Lang Director
Nancy Olson Director
Richard Lundgren Tre Lag Liaison
John F. Peterson Past President

Many thanks to Tre Lag 2017 photographers Ed 
and Helen Scherer and Chris Falteisek, whose 
photographs appear throughout this program.

Lag Boards
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Remembering Lag Members and Associates Who Have Recently Passed Away

Til Minne Om

John M. Andrisen • 1937–2017 • Andover, MN • G

Lois Jean “Lolly” (Lokstad) Benish • 1943–2018 • Winston-Salem, NC • NH

Arne Brekke • 1927–2018 • Grand Forks, ND

Evelyn ‘Sandy’ (Sandbaken) Finnes • 1924–2017 • Eveleth, MN • G 

Herbert A. Mikkelson • 1929–2017 • Sious Falls, SD • T

Harry W. Papcke • 1929–2018 • Madison, WI • NH

Virginia (Gjermo) Papcke • 1929–2018 • Madison, WI • NH

Eunice A. (Røsten) Quamen • 1926–2017 • Sioux Falls, SD • T

Virginia Lucille (Swedeen) Sem • 1941–2017 • Roseville, MN • NH • T

Archie Simonson • 1924–2018 • Middleton, WI • NH

Virginia (Gjermo) 
Papcke

Eunice A. (Røsten) 
Quamen

Virginia Lucille 
(Swedeen) Sem

Archie Simonson

John M. Andrisen Lois Jean “Lolly” (Lokstad) Benish Arne Brekke

Herbert A. Mikkelson Harry W. Papcke

Evelyn “Sandy” 
(Sandbaken) Finnes
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Tusen takk to those many volunteers who step up 
during the Stevne and say “How can I help?” You  
can and do... and everyone benefits. Hospitality?  

Registration? Hanging signs? AV Assistance?  
Introducing speakers? Running errands?  

Genealogy mentoring? Thank You!

Wednesday, 8 August

Time Event Location 
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Time Event Location 

Thursday AM, 9 August
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An Evening Concert of Nordic Music
In Concert: Chris Falteisek & Robin Fossum 

... along with the dulcet sounds of the sing-along audience!

Thursday Night— 7:00 PM
(Song lyrics begin on page 20)

Time Event Location 

Thursday PM, 9 August
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Time Event Location 

 
 

Friday AM, 10 August
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Time Event Location 

 

Friday PM, 10 August
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Saturday AM, 11 August

Time Event Location 
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2018  Tre Lag

Roger Hellesvig
19th Century Programs
5626 Nicollet Ave. S.
Minneapolis, MN  55419
612-798-5053
OleOleson.geo@yahoo.com
Reenactors of history

James B. Olson
Weathervane Antiques & Books
3016 South 10th Ave.
Sioux Falls, South Dakota  57105
605-332-1321
jimolson@midco.net
Norwegian genealogy books 
and resources

Diane Hoven
Diane’s Stitches
760 Florence St.
Baldwin, Wisconsin  54002
715-684-3137
wdhoven@baldwin-telecom.net
Handmade Hardanger embroidery

Julie and Lane Backus
Lena and Ole’s Gifts
891 N. Roadrunner Rd.
Apache Junction, AZ  85119
414-745-4362
jewelsdi@yahoo.com
Books, greeting cards, flags,  
magnets, linens, and more
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Vendors and Crafts
Deb Nelson Gourley
Astri My Astri Publishing
602 3rd Ave. SW
Waukon, Iowa  52172
563-568-6229
gourleydeb@gmail.com
Award-winning books on  
Norwegian heritage & culture

Lois and Ron Mueller
Nordic Designs
1225 W. Main St.
Plateville, Wisconsin  53818
608-348-3398
nordic@mhtc.net
Jewelry with Norge stones, rosemaling

Karen Mullen
Loppemarked Boutique
521 S. 58th St.
Omaha, Nebraska  68106
402-312-6067
fraumullen@yahoo.com
Scandinavian Specialties
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Ja, vi elsker dette landet
Rikard Nordraak, melody
Bjørnstjerne Bjørnson, lyrics

Ja, vi elsker dette landet,
som det stiger frem,
furet, værbitt over vannet,
med de tusen hjem, —
elsker, elsker det og tenker
på vår far og mor
og den saganatt som senker
drømmer på vår jord.
Og den saganatt som senker,
senker drømmer på vår jord.

Norske mann i hus og hytte,
takk din store Gud!
Landet ville han beskytte,
skjønt det mørkt så ut.
Alt, hva fedrene har kjempet,
mødrene har grett,
har den Herre stille lempet,
så vi vant vår rett.

Yes, We Love This Land of Ours
Translation by O.O. Lien

Yes, we love this land of ours
As with mountain domes
Storm-lash’d o’er the sea it towers
With the thousand homes.
Love it dearly, ever thinking
And the land of Saga sinking,Of our father’s strife
Dreams upon our life,
And the land of Saga sinking,
Sinking dreams upon our life,
Norsemen, in whatever station,
Thank your mighty God;
He has kindly saved our nation
From oppression’s rod.
That for which our sires contended
And our mothers wailed,
Silently the Lord defended
So our rights, our rights prevailed.
Silently the Lord defended
So our rights, our rights prevailed.

The Star Spangled Banner
Oh, say can you see by the dawn’s early light,
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming?
Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight,
O’er the ramparts we watched were so gallantly streaming?
And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there.
Oh, say does that star-spangled banner yet wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

O Canada!
O Canada! Our home and native land!
True patriot love in all of us command.
With glowing hearts we see thee rise,
The True North strong and free!
From far and wide,
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.
God keep our land glorious and free!
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.

Tre Lag Stevne Music
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Hils fra Meg der Hjemme
(A Sailor’s Greeting)

I den stille tause natt
Står jeg her ved skipets ratt,
under himmelens stjernevell,
Ene og forlatt.
Under himmelens høye tak
Høres fjerne vingeslag,
Fugletrekket atter gar
Mot nord, mot lyse vår.

Hils fra meg der hjemme,
Hils min far og mor,
Hils de grønne lier
Og den blanke fjord
Hvis jeg hadde vinger
Fløy jeg hjem med deg
Til de lyse netter,
Hils dem! Hils fra meg!

Greet Them All Back Home
On the deck I stand at night,
When the stars above are bright,
Far away from friends and home,
Lonely here I roam.
Swallows on their wings so high,
Now in spring they homeward fly,
To the land where sunlight beams
In to my childhood dreams.

Greet my dear old mother,
Greet my father too,
And my little brother
When he welcomes you.
If I had wings to follow,
Happy would I be.
Dearest little swallow,
Greet them all from me!

I Jesu Navn
I Jesu navn går vi til bords 
Å spise og drikke på ditt ord 
Deg Gud til ære, oss til gavn 
Så får vi mat i Jesu navn 
Amen.

Nidelven
Langt i det fjerne bak fjellene blå,
Ligger et sted jeg har kjær. 
Dit mine tanker og drømmer vil gå, 
Alltid jeg har deg så nær.

Nidelven, stille og vakker du er 
Her hvor jeg går og drømmer. 
Drømmer om henne jeg hade så kjær
Nu er det bare minner.

Den gamle bybro er lykkens portal,
Sammen vi seiler i stjernes korall. 
Nidelven, stille og vakker du er,
Her hvor jeg går og drømmer.

The Nid River
Far in the distance behind mountains blue,
There lies a place I love dear.
There all my thoughts and my dreams wander too
Always you seem to be near.

Nid River beautiful, silent you are, 
Here where I walk in dreamland.
Dreaming of her that I love most of all,
Now it is only memories.

The old city bridge was the portal of love,
Together we sailed under stars up above,
Nid River beautiful, silent you are
Here where I walk in dreamland.
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How Can You Forget Old Norway?
How can you forget old Norway,
land of rock and narrow fjord,
: Where the mountains are like castles
stand like sentinels on guard? :

How can you forget old Norway,
land of everlasting fame?
: Can you ever find another
with so glorious a name? :

How can you forget old Norway
And its narrow fjords so grand,
: in and out between the mountains?
‘Tis my own, my native land. :

Kan Du Glemme Gamle Norge?
Kan du glemme gamle Norge?
Aldri jeg det glemme kan,
: som med stolte klippeborge
er og blir mitt fødeland :

Kan du glemme dette landet
som dig først tok i sin favn?
: Mon du finne vil et annet
med så stolt og herlig navn? :

Kan du glemme Norges skover
med sin furu, birk og gran?
: Kan du glemme sjøens vover,
ald du da forglemme kan. :
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Astri My Astri Publishing
Deb Nelson Gourley

FREE shipping in USA
on orders over $20

www.astrimyastri.com

Tre Lag Stevne SAVE 40-70% direct from the Publisher
National Award Winning Bilingual English-Norwegian books on

Norwegian Heritage, Culture, History, Language & Genealogy



August 2018 25

Holiday Inn Floor Plan



The Geographic Roots
of our 3 lags

Gudbrandsdal Nord Hedmark 
og Hedemarken

Trønderlag

Parting Shots...


