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Velkommen til Stevne 2019!
Welcome to the 17th annual joint stevne of Gudbrandsdalslag, Nord Hedmark og Hedemarken Lag, and Trønderlag of 

America. Our theme, “Close Encounters of the Norwegian Kind” begins with the stories of Viking adventures and conquests 
and continues through the years of immigrant migrations. The Alexandria area offers an opportunity to explore our earliest 
Norwegian contacts. ‘Strange’ encounters will be explored at the Runestone Museum and Kensington Rune Stone Park. 
Other significant encounters with more recent Norwegians will be presented at the Douglas County Historical Society 
Museum. 

Our three lags strive to continue the traditions of the original lags to provide a venue to keep in touch with our culture, 
renew friendships, and build connections. The talented, knowledgeable speakers we have lined up this year will entertain, 
enlighten, and ultimately contribute to our overall understanding of our shared heritage. 

Please take full advantage of the genealogy lab, vendors, and hospitality room. Also, take the opportunity to say thank 
you to all of the volunteers who make this annual stevne happen. A lot of time and effort is donated to ensure we have a 
quality program and you have a wonderful stevne experience. 

Robert Fossum
President, Trønderlag of America

Jim Olson
President, Gudbrandsdalslag

Joy Shong
President,  Tre Lag Steering Committee, and 
Nord Hedmark og Hedemarken Lag
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2019 Tre Lag Stevne 
Steering CommitteeTRØNDERLAG OF AMERICA

Website: www.tronderlag.org

Robert Fossum President / Acting Historian
Trudy DeKeuster Vice President
Nancy Hawkinson * Secretary
Jon Satrum Treasurer / Membership / 
      Webmaster
Barry Dahl Genealogist
Linda Schwartz Past President / Editor
Trudy DeKeuster Historian
Joy Haugan Williams Director
* The Trønderlag Board thanks Nancy for her service until the time 
of her death in December 2018.

NORD HEDMARK OG HEDEMARKEN LAG
Website: nhohlag.org

Joy Shong President
Chris Falteisek Vice President
Gay Kearin * Secretary
Ron Helstad Treasurer
Gary Flatgard Director
Gary Olson Director
Shirley Schoenfeld Director/Editor
John Reindl * Genealogist
Dixie Hansen Past President /
     Membership/Webmaster
* The NHOH Board thanks Gay for her service until the time of her 
death in May 2019, and John who recently resigned as Genealogist 
due to health challenges.

GUDBRANDSDAL LAG NATIONAL
Website: www.gudbrandlag.org

Jim Olson President
Anne Farning Vice President
Katherine Pedersen Secretary
Martha J. Balfanz Treasurer
Nancy Olson Membership
Marilyn Sorensen Genealogist
Gary Romsaas Webmaster
Gerald Hanson Historian
Robert O. Olson Archivist
Nancy Pickering Editor
Richard Lundgren Tre Lag Liaison
John F. Peterson Past President
Dorothy Zimmerman Director
C. Marv Lang * Director
* The Gudbrandsdalslag Board thanks Marv for his service until 
the time of his death in March 2019.

Many thanks to Tre Lag 2018 photographers  
Helen Scherer and Chris Falteisek, whose 
photographs appear throughout this program.

Lag Boards

Tusen takk to those many volunteers who step 
up during the Stevne and say “How can I help?” 
You can and do... and everyone benefits.  
Hospitality? Registration? Hanging signs? AV 
Assistance? Introducing speakers? Running  
errands? Genealogy mentoring? Thank You!

Voting Committee Members
(3 from each lag)
Joy Shong, NHOH (Chair)
Dixie Hansen, NHOH (V. Chair)
John Reindl, NHOH
Jim Olson, G
Richard Lundgren, G
Marilyn Sorensen, G
Robert Fossum, T
Sam Christenson, T
Barry Dahl, T

Members at Large, who 
coordinate specific activities
Chris Falteisek: Music, Photography
Ed and Helen Scherer: Photography
Nancy Pickering: Secretary, 
     Booklet design
Ron Helstad: Treasurer
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Remembering Lag Members and Associates Who Have Recently Passed Away

Til Minne Om

Allwyn Bakken • 1924–2016 • Rochester, MN • G

Naomi (Flugstad) Bekkum • 1922–2018 • Madison, WI • G, NH

Clemons Bredeson • 1929–2018 • Sierra Vista, AZ • NH

Terry Brende • 1945–2018 • Marion, IA • T

Helen Ardell (Sortum) Drube • 1930-2016 •  Greeley, CO • T

Eunice V. (Helstad) Ellifson • 1927-2019 • Edgerton, WI • NH

James O. Finnes • 1928–2019 • Granite Falls, MN • G

Nancy (Gartmann) Hawkinson • 1940-2018 • Hudson, WI • T

Marjorie “Gay” (Brandvold) Kearin • 1942-2019 • Maple Plain, MN •  NH

Conrad Marvin Lang • 1939–2019 • Stevens Point, WI • G, NH, T

Marlene (Hoegger) Lien• 1940–2018 • Northfield, MN • G, NH, T

James Lundeen • 1929–2018 • Littleton, CO • G, NH

Jane (Hauser) Pejsa • 1929–2019 • McLean, VA • G

Lewis Ellsworth Peterson • 1928–2018 • Coon Rapids, MN • G

Jane (Hauser) Pejsa Lewis Ellsworth Peterson

Eunice V. (Helstad) Ellifson

Allwyn Bakken Naomi (Flugstad) Bekkum

James O. Finnes

Marlene (Hoegger) Lien James LundeenC. Marv Lang

Terry Brende Helen Ardell (Sortum) Drube

Nancy (Gartmann) Hawkinson Marjorie “Gay” (Brandvold) Kearin

Clemons Bredeson
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An Evening Concert of Nordic Music

In Concert: Chris Falteisek & Robin Fossum 
... along with the dulcet sounds of the sing-along audience!

Tomorrow (Thursday) Night— 7:00 PM, Courtyard Rooms 1 & 2

Wednesday, 7 August

Time Event Location 
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Time Event Location 

Thursday AM, 8 August
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Time Event Location 

Thursday PM, 8 August
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Time Event Location 

 
 

Friday AM, 9 August
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Time Event Location 

 

Friday PM, 9 August
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Saturday AM, 10 August

Time Event Location 
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2019  Tre Lag
James B. Olson
Weathervane Antiques & Books
3016 South 10th Ave.
Sioux Falls, South Dakota  57105
605-332-1321
jimolson@midco.net
Bygdebøker, Norwegian-American 
books, Norwegian history,  
cookbooks, Bygdelag yearbooks,  
Norwegian genealogy books and 
resources 
(in the Genealogy Lab)

Janet Martin
Martin House Publications
1787 Carleton Drive
Hastings, MN  55033
651-336-0095
lutheranladies@aol.com
Scandinavian Books and products

Rose Marie Meuwissen
Nordic Treats
15354 Schroeder Cir NE
Prior Lake, MN  55372
952-440-1066- (h)
612-385-8749- (c)
rmeuwissen@integra.net
Vintage Scandinavian sweaters, book 
author of “Real Norwegians Eat Lefse.”
Also Nisse, Photo Cards
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Vendors and Crafts

Julie and Lane Backus
Lena and Ole’s Gifts
891 N. Roadrunner Rd.
Apache Junction, AZ  85119
414-745-4362
jewelsdi@yahoo.com
Jewelry, Cookbooks, Children’s 
books, linens, kitchen items,  
Norwegeian shirts, magnets, 
Christmas decorations and more

Karen Mullen
Loppemarked Boutique
521 S. 58th St.
Omaha, Nebraska  68106
cell 402-312-6067
fraumullen@yahoo.com
Norwegian jewelry, linens, 
sweaters, Scandinavian  
specialties

Shirley A. Strom
SASe Creations
507 Bluebird Court
Sartell, MN  56377
320- 253-9648
sasecreations@charter.net
Greeting cards, notecards, framed 
nature photography.
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Banquet Night 



August 2019 23

Courtyard Rooms

Deck

Isabelle’s

Rudy’s
Redeye
Grill

Kitchen

Rudy’s
Entrance

Front Desk

Lobby
Entrance

Boardroom

P
a
t
i
o

Bu
si

ne
ss

Ce
nt

er

M

M

W

W

1234

Pool Area

Registration A
rea

Seminars in 1 & 2 , G. Lab in 3 & 4

(Vendors)

(H
ospitality)

Note: “The Barn” is a  
separate building on the  
Holiday Inn Grounds, where 
our Friday night Banquet will 
be held.

Holiday Inn Floor Plan
Convention Spaces



The Geographic Roots
of our 3 lags

Gudbrandsdal Nord Hedmark 
og Hedemarken

Trønderlag

Parting Shots...


