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Hilsen Fra Presidenten
Oh well, it's only March. Oh no! It's already March!

On this miserably icy gray day in March, the hot dry days of August seem a long way off...but the Tre Lag
Stevne Steering Committee knows that it just ain’'t so. Representatives from all 3 lags are already hard
at it, putting some shape to the 2006 Stevne in Eau Claire, Wisconsin (August 2-5).

On February 18" (our 2™ meeting of the year) the Steering Committee laid in a rough schedule of events
and chose the theme of “Following the Timber Trail”  Our host site, in the Chippewa Valley of
Wisconsin, offers many opportunities to reflect the theme. We'll have speakers on that topic (as well as
on many other subjects), we'll visit the Chippewa Valley Museum, and we will make a guided tour of
Trempeleau County (probably with a stop at the Norske Nook for coffee and pie!)

By chance, the timber theme perfectly illustrates a little part of my own family history — as four of my
great uncles (Martin Olesen Brandvold, Johannes Tobiassen Steivang, Karl Pedersen Brandvold, and
Mads Gustavsen Fjelstad), worked as laborers in the mills in Stanley Wisconsin in the years following
their immigration. It didn’t go perfectly for them (Karl died young from TB and Mads took to drink and bad
behavior) but Johannes raised a large family and worked the remainder of his life in Stanley, and Martin
(who also fathered a large brood) eventually moved on to Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, where he continued to
labor in lumber. You can bet I'll be interested in what our speakers have to say about the timber trail.
We're also making a particular effort to include a “cultural” track in the Eau Claire stevhe — so come
prepared to sing and dance and stomp your feet!

At the same meeting, the TreLag Steering Committee accepted the recommendation of the 2007 Site
Selection Committee that the 2007 Tre Lag Stevne be held at the Stoney Creek Inn in Onalaska,
Wisconsin. This is a great facility in the beautiful LaCrosse area — and will be a perfect jumping off place
for exploring the extension of our Norwegian heritage in the southern corners of Wisconsin and
Minnesota as well as northeastern lowa. Thanks to Gary Olson and Ron Helstad who represented
NHOH on the 2007 Site Selection committee.

Yet another Site Selection Committee is already at work for 2008. Trgnderlag was formally organized on
17 September 1908 with a meeting in Fergus Falls, Minnesota. There were 120 charter members. Tre
Lag’s goal is to help Trenderlag celebrate their 100™ anniversary by returning to the place of its birth for
the 2008 Stevne. | just got back from a site visit (my first, but the 2™ of the committee) to the Bigwood
Convention Center and Best Western Falls Inn and Suites in Fergus Falls, where we met with the hotel
staff and with a representative of the convention and visitors bureau. Although we haven't signed on the
bottom line yet (there are a few hassles about dollars to work out first!)...Fergus Falls looks like a
promising venue. Early notice: NHOH Lag 100™ anniversary will be in Madison, 2095?! ?1? | Dixie



TRE LA G STEVNE 2006
ThlS year’s Tre Lag Stevne will be held at the Plaza
Hotel in Eau Claire, Wisconsin from Wednesday through
Saturday, August 2-5, 2006. The Steering Committee is
busy at work. Registration materials will appear in our
June issue of NHOH News.

NOW IS THE TIME

Now is the time to start preparing for the upcoming
stevne! The more time you put into preparation for it, the
more you should get out of it. Update your family tree
and family group sheets in order to identify gaps and
missing information to look for in the genealogy lab at the
stevne. Try to resolve your searches down to specific
questions as to who, what, when, and where

VELKOMMEN!!
We extend a hearty welcome to the following new
members who chose to join Nord Hedmark og

Hedemarken Lag;:
Rick & Pam Helstad Stoughton, WI
Terry Ann Helstad Highland, CA

Oliver Westby(604)869-2570  Hope, B.C.
He will help with translation of Norwegian to English.
Oliver Westby, P.C. Box 1514, Hope, B.C. =
Canada VOX ILO. Email Oliver pi@telus.net _'m!

Please let us know how we can be of assistance to you!

A TUSEN TAKK!!!
A Tusen Takk are gratefully extended to those members
who responded to our request to critique the rough draft
of HIGHLIGHTS OF THE FIRST TEN YEARS, Nord
Hedmark og Hedemarken Lag last fall. Your comments
and suggestions were very helpful. A mecting of the
Madison-Sullivan contingent was held on January 21,
2006 to discuss and incorporate many of your fine
suggestions. We hope to meet again and have a “final”
draft or progress report at the next stevne. We have yet to
arrive at some cost estimates and funding. Mange Takk!!
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Norway Popular Among

Foreign Students

The number of foreigners study-
ing in Norway has increased from
6,000 to 10,000 students in four
years. One out of four foreign
students in Norway studies social
sciences, law, or business admin-
istration. Natural science is the
second most popular field of
study with nearly 20 per cent of
students. Recently, the website
waww siadyinnorway.ne  was

NORWEGIAN FJORDS ON
“WORLD HERITAGE LIST”

- UNESCO added two Norwegian fjords to its
- renowned World Heritage List this summer.
. The Geirangerfjord and Neargyfjord now
' enjoy the same recognition as the Great Wall

of China, the Great Pyramids of Egypt,
Zambia’s Victoria Falls, and the Grand
Canyon in the U.S.

I-Iolmenkollen the Most
Favorite Attraction

NEW BRIDGE BETWEEN
NORWAY AND SWEDEN

The Svinesund Bridge between between
Norway and Sweden opened in June. “I can
hardly imagine a more appropriate event to
symbolize the centennial anniversary than the
opening of a new bridge between our two
countries,” His Majesty King Harald V said

The baker’s mistakes are eaten;
The carpenter’s mistakes are covered up;
The undertaker buries his mistakes,
But woe onto the editor—-—
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(GRSEC). Contact the libraries Information & Reference Center (715) 839-5004 or by email <librarian@eauclaire.lib.wi.>

Many Norwegians from Hedmark settled in the Chippewa Valley, especially around the Eau Claire area during the
nineteenth century. Eau Claire was considered a destination point and many immigrant tickets were paid through to this
settlement. As early as 1864, the 1% Norwegian Evangelical Lutheran church was organized in Eau Claire and a prominent
family among the membership rolls is Bernt H. Enger, born 1859 from Hedmark and his wife, Paulina Thompson, born
1858 in Nes.

Johannes Johansen Holt, born in Furnes, 1850, had immigrated to Eau Claire in 1869 and took a job with a sawmill owned
by Chapman, Thorp & Company. The following year he worked for the railroad, west of Eau Claire; then farmed for about
a year in St. Croix County, before returning to Eau Claire. Holt was married in Eau Claire in 1873 and worked as a cook
in a lumber camp for many years before settling in Colfax, where he died in 1944 and is buried in the Norton Lutheran
Cemetery. Others from Furnes who immigrated to Eau Claire include 1882 family Mikkel Christiansen, born 1822 and his
wife, Genner, age 58 and daughter, Agnette.

One of the prominent Norwegian Lutheran ministers, who lived in Eau Claire during the 1880s, was Ulrik Carl Severin
Hjermstad, born in Stange in 1840. Ulrik immigrated to America in 1867 where he taught at a parochial school in Red
Wing, Minnesota. Later he attended Luther Seminary and was Pastor in Eau Claire during the years 1880-1886, before
moving to the LaCrosse area. Others from Stange who settled in and around Eau Claire include 1880 immigrants, Ole
Knudsen, born ca 1860 and Ole Olsen Elton, born 1856. In 1881, sisters, Pernille and Oline Dillerud emigrated from
Stange to Eau Claire; also Mikkel Olsen, born 1836 and his son, Johan, born 1872, arrived the same year. In 1882, Stange
immigrants Martin Olsen, born ca 1849, and businessman, Johan Gulbrandsen, immigrated to Eau Claire. In 1884, Stange
immigrant, Anders Martiniussen, born ca 1857, arrived in Eau Claire. In 1885, Markus Larsen, Eline Amundsen and Tea
Larsen, all unmarried workers, arrived in Eau Claire. Many others from Stange settled in nearby Trempealeau County,
including many from the Frang family.

There are many from Vang who arrived in Eau Claire and settled in the Chippewa Valley. The earliest immigrant from
Vang that we have found in Eau Claire was Mikkel Christoffersen, born about 1857. He immigrated in 1876. The largest
group from Vang arrived in June 1881 and included Kristina Pedersen, age 45 and her children, Andreas, Mathias, Gustav,
Olaf and Emilic. Hired girls, Marthe Haarstad and Marthe Enger and Ole Jorgensen Kjostad arrived in Eau Claire in
September 1881. In October of 1881, Rikard Pedersen, age 45 and his traveling companions Lars Eriksen and Ole
Mortensen arrived in Eau Claire. In 1882, Simen Mikkelsen, born 1860 and Elias Johansen, born 1862, arrived in the
Chippewa Valley. A Lars Flagstad, possibly from Vang is said to have arrived in 1882 and settled in Eau Claire. He was
married to Gurina Nikolaissen and had several children.

Several immigrants from Rendal immigrated to the Eau Claire area. The earliest found was Anna Johnsdatter Rindal and
her two children, John and Gjertrud, arriving in 1871. In 1872, sisters, Ragnhild and Johanna Johnsdatter Lie, arrived as
hired workers from Rendal. In 1880, arriving in Eau Claire from Rendal we find Ole Jonsen, age 19; Ingeborg Nilssen,
age 22; Gjertrud Jonsen, age 17 and Ingebrigt Olsen, age 35. The cabinet maker, Christian Tollefsen Otnzs and his son,
Thorvald arrived from Rendal in 1881. Marie Ingebretsen and her children, Even, Reinhard, Anna, Christian, Peder and
Mina & laborer, Einar Pedersen, arrived in Eau Claire in 1882. The Rendal tailor, Peder P. Lambnas and his family
arrived in Eau Claire in 1882. In 1890, Even E. Fugelsoay, age 30, arrived in Eau Claire.

From Lagten, the following immigrated to Eau Claire in 1871, Jorgen Jensen Grensveen, born 1841. In 1881, the worker,
Helmer Pedersen Topsrud, age 19, arrived in Eau Claire. In 1882, the widow Anne Olsdatter, age 57, arrived from Loten.
Mathias Pedersen, his wife, Annette and children, Palmar and Per arrived the same year In 1887, Julic Hagen and her
children, Kristian and Kristoffer arrived in Eau Claire.

From Amot, the widow, Anne Andersen, age 57, arrived in Eau Claire in 1881. The following year, the widower, John
Gundersen and his children, Emil, Gunder and Berthe arrived in the Chippewa Valley.
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From Elverum, the earliest immigrant found arriving in Eau Claire was Peder Jensen and the married man, Martin Olsen in
1882. Oline Johansen and her two children, Emma and Marta arrived from Elverum in 1883. Elise Evensen, age 30 and
Hans Haagensen, age 24, both arrived from Elverum in 1883. In 1893, Landgraf O. Sztre, born ca 1870, arrived in Eau
Claire. A Gunder Gundersen Rude, born on the Skjelmoen farm in Elverum is said to have settled in Eau Claire in the
1880s.

From Ringsaker, businessman, Gulbrand Evensen, arrived in Eau Claire in 1877. In 1883, Sivert Bjerkelid, born ca 1847,
and Ole Johannesen, age 16, arrived in the Chippewa Valley. Johannes Hansen and his wife, Marit and their two children
arrived in Eau Claire in 1885. In 1888, Karen A. Borch and her two daughters, Alma and Desideria arrived in the area.
In 1896, businessman, Otto Nyborg, arrived in Eau Claire. Johannes Klungseth is said to have emigrated from Ringsaker
and settled in the Strum and Eau Claire area. He is believed to have married Mary Mathison and had several daughters
who lived near Strum, Wisconsin.

Several immigrants from Tysnet settled in the Chippewa Valley. The earliest we found was Lars Olsen Haiberget, born ca
1854, who immigrated to Eau Claire in 1871. Bersvend Nilsen and his wife Marit emigrated from Tynset in 1880. They
may have had a son named Bersvend Bersvendsen who immigrated to Eau Claire in 1876. A Thore Bersvendsen, born
1832, also immigrated from Tynset in 1882.

From Nes, arriving in 1878, we find Simen Johannesen, age 23 and in 1893 arrivals we find Peder Berresen, born ca 1875,
arriving in Eau Claire.

By far the largest groups of immigrants from Hedmark came from the area of Folldal and settled east of Eau Claire in and
around Stanley in Chippewa and Clark Counties. The brothers, Simen Pedersen Brennodden and Anders Pedersen
Brennodden, immigrated in 1871 & 1872 respectively, eventually settling near Stanley. Peder Andersen Lien immigrated in
1880 to Stanley as did his wife, Jorgine Pedersdatter Fallet in 1885. They both died in 1926 and are buried in Stanley. The
Oslo police immigration records list many who came from Folldal to Eau Claire including in 1872, Simen Simensen and his
wife, Joran Andersdatter and three children; in 1874, Simon Andersen Kjelle, age 35; in 1888, Ole Stremblom and his
children, Peter and Hanna and in 1893, Many siblings from the Flyen farm in Folldal immigrated in the mid 1880’s
including, Esten Larsen Flyen, born 1861, died in Stanley, 1942; Ingrid Larsdatter Flyen, born 1862, died 1940; Lars
Larsen Flyen, born 1864 and Marit Larsdatter Flyen, born 1867, settling near Stanley and Fall Coulee, Wisconsin. Folldal
immigrants, Peder Hansen Sagholen and wife, Kari and daughters, Marie and Marit, also immigrated from Folldal.
Sagholen died in 1904 and is buried in Spring Lake, Wisconsin, another large settlement of immigrants from Folldal.

Plan to join us in Eau Claire at the Stevne next August and learn more about your own heritage through participation in th
Tre Lag Stevne. :

“Dad said his new computer is wireless,
but I found lots of wires inside it!”

*If it's so important to have different colored foods, why
can't I just have a bag of jelly beans?



FROM HEDEMARKEN TO KOSHKONONG

From Family History Book of Ancestors and Descendants of Frantz Larsen Engelstad(1850-1936) and Johanne
AndersdatterEngelstad (1851-1932) by Judith Engelstad Gambrel, Great Granddaughter, Published 2004. The following excerpts
are by Roland Krogstad

Frantz Larsen was born May 1, 1850 on the Ragnerud or Raknerud Farm on the island of Helgoya and was baptized in
the Lutheran Church of Nes. Johanne Andersdatter was born February 22, 1851 and was also baptized in the Lutheran
Church of Nes. She was confirmed on October 1, 1864, her home at that time was Molstadmoen on the mainland.

On April 15, 1873, Frantz, age 23 of Raknerud and Johanne, age 22, were married in Nes. They had ten children, five
daughters and five sons: Agnethe (Agnes) Molstad-eie born 9 JUN 1873; Peter Salvsbergs born 11 APR 1875; Ludvig
(Ludwig) Hoel born 2 OCT 1877; Anna Hoel-cic born 17 SEP 1879; Gunda born 13 JUL 1881; Amelia born 29 SEP
1883; Helga born 20 MAR 1885; Bendi (Bendie) born 16 JAN 1887; Fred (Jony) Engelstad born 28 SEP 1889; and
Alvin Christian Engelstad born 22 JUL 1891. The first four were born in Norway, and the other six were born in
Wisconsin. Frantz Larsen assumed different surnames at different times: Molstad-eie, Salvsbergs-eie, Hoel, and Hoel-
eie. Land was scarce in Norway and many Norwegians emigrated to America in hope of fulfilling their dream of owning
land. They dreamed of going to America to earn enough money to return to Norway and buy their own land. Frantz and
Johanne fulfilled their dream to own land—but it was in America, not Norway.

The Frantz and Johanne Family emigrated to America in the 1880s. Whenever someone wanted to leave from the area in
which they lived in Norway, they needed some kind of identification paper. The usual way was to ask for an attestation
from the church. The church would note in their records those who left the parish and those who moved into the parish.
Lutherans in Norway registered with their parish when they were moving out of the parish. They were required to
declare their destination. In April 1880 Frantz and Johanne were signed out of the church at Nes, with the intention of
moving to America. On April 16, 1880 Frantz was issued a passport in Oslo showing his destination being Edgerton,
Wisconsin. Frantz sailed April 16 on the SS Angelo. He traveled with other people from Nes, some were destined for
LaCrosse, Wisconsin. Johanne and the children were unable to leave with Frantz, possibly being due to one of the
children being ill. On September 2, 1880, Johanne Andersen Simenstad and her four children: Agnette, Peter, Ludvig,
and Anna, were issued passports in Oslo showing their destination as Edgerton, Wisconsin. Their fare had been pre-paid
(presumably by Frantz). Johanne packed together everthing they needed with four children, ages 7,5,3,and1 to leave
Norway and to cross the Atlantic Ocean. Johanne took a small wooden trunk to hold extra food for her family. Johanne
and children sailed September 3 1880 on the SS Hero. The weather was bad and most of the children, had been really
seasick. Son Ludvig told his family that they arrived in Philadelphia. (no record). Johanne’s final destination was the
home of her uncle Barre Simenstad in Stoughton, Wisconsin, Barre later returned to Norway.

Frantz met them at the Edgerton train station. Mabel Nelson (daughter of Johanne’s eldest daughter, Agnes) told the
story that Johanne was angry with Frantz when he met her at Edgerton because he didn’t wear his best suit. He took
them to a little wooden hut. Originally, they thought they’d be here 4-5 years, make money and take it back to Norway
and buy a lttle farm there. That never happened. Frantz and Johanne settled in Deerfield, Wisconsin. Their first home
was a one-room log cabin built in 1847 on the Rothe Farm one mile south of St. Paul’s Liberty Lutheran Church in
Deerfield, Wisconsin. (NOTE: Members of the Nord Hedmark og Hedemarken Lag visited this cabin on a tour of Koshkonong
during its stevne in Madison in August 2001.) Frantz and Johanne later moved to Cambridge, Wisconsin in Dane County.
The villages of Deerfield and Cambridge lic east of Madison in the Koshkonong Prairie that became a well-known
Norwegian Settlement which served as a “stepping stone” for many Norwegian settlers as they moved on farther west.
Life was easier there for immigrants because of the friendships and traditions upheld by the Norwegians on the prairie.
On June 5, 1880, Frantz Larsen ( age 30, born in Norway) was listed on U.S. Census for Christiana Township, Dane
County, Wisconsin. He was a farm laborer in the Household of Inez Kilitson, age 74. After moving to a tenant house on
a farm west of Rockdale for a few years, the family moved to the H.B. Howe farm and farmed it for many years.. In the
1900 U.S. Census Frantz and Johanne Engelstad and their children were living in Deerfield Township, they had been
married 27 years, had been in America 20 years, and that Frantz was a farmer, and his oldest son Peter was a farm
laborer. They never were rich with money, but they had a big family rich with children. Frantz and grown sons worked
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Nord Hedmark og Hedemarken Lag News
Roland Krogstad, Editor

2718 Regent St.

Madison, WI 53705-3714

2006 DUES DUE !!

If your mailing label has 2005 on the top line, it means
your Lag Dues expired on December 31, 2005 and are :
now due for the calendar year January 1 to December 31, FlI‘St Class POStage
2006. When paying dues it is a good time to update
addresses, apprise us of moves, etc., as indicated on the
DUES RENEWAL FORM. Make checks payable to
NHOH and mail to Joy ShongTreasurer, N4695
Highland Drive, Sullivan, WI 53178-9705

DUES RENEWAL FORM

Name(s)
Mailing
Address:
E-Mail
Address: Ph:
Roots in
Norway:
Gencalogy Fund: : $
Dues:1yr=$10; 2yra®i 834y =023 5~ 40 gTO 15
TOTAL ENCLOSED: $

—— e

NECROLOGY

Follewing is a registry of deaths to members of Nord Hedmark og Hedmarken Lag who died during the past ten
years since when our Lag was organized in Madison, Wisconsin in 1995. Sharing the feelings of loved ones who
survive and grieve their loss, members of our Lag wish to extend our feelings of sympathy to the families and
friends of the following members who passed on:

e Nena F. Dexter, Member NHOH Lag Planning Committee, died ca 1996

e Paul H. Nyckelmoe, Fergus Falls, Minnesota, died from heart attack, March 7, 1997

e Paul Graham, Charter Member, Barneveld, Wisconsin, died on January 17, 1999
Ella G. Johnson, Member of NHOH Lag Planning Committee, Richfield, Minnesota, died
February 18, 1999

e Gerhard N. Holte, Charter Member, Elk Mound, WI, killed in tractor accident, on August
16,1999

e Genevieve Hagen, Eau Claire, Wisconsin, Struck by a car, on January 7, 2001
Jane N. Olson, Charter Member, Sparta, Wisconsin, died of cancer, on July 21, 2001
Eleanor Hogenson Webert, Charter Member, Chair of 1997 Eau Claire Stevne,Eau Claire,
Wisconsin, died of heart problems September 27, 2002
Agnes Hoel, Spearman, Texas, died on February 10, 2004
Merlin H. Jacobson, Charter Member, Stoughton, Wisconsin, died on March 29, 2005
Charlotte A. Helstad, Charter Member, Lag Treasurer and Board of Directors for seven
years, died July 9, 2005 of congestive heart failure at Coventry Village Retirement
Community

The above list is to appear in our upcoming history book. Please submit any names and/or pertinent information to the
editor. Takk 10



