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Velkommen til Stevne 2025!
Welcome to the fourth annual Flere Lag Stevne. We’re so glad to celebrate the 200th anniversary of the first organized 

immigration from Norway to America at this year’s event. We’re joining numerous other Norwegian-American organizations 
in celebrating this significant milestone in various ways with special events in both the United States and Norway.

We honor our immigrant ancestors with our 2025 theme “New Land, New Life: 1825-2025,” as our keynote speaker Dr. 
Lawrence Moe gives an overview of Norwegian migration during the last two centuries. Other speakers will touch on related 
subjects such as the “Coffin Ships” (pg. 11), church ships (pg. 9), early La Crosse area immigrants (pg. 12), etc.

Our featured tour this stevne is a Wednesday evening bus trip to Norskedalen Nature & Heritage Center that includes a 
picnic dinner and an open-air concert by singer-songwriter Dan Sebranek. Then at the banquet on Thursday night, we’ll be 
entertained by the Norwegian folk dancing of the Wergeland Dancers!

We hope you have joyful and informative experiences in the variety of offerings and the camaraderie of gathering 
together.

Ha det bra!  
Norma Kjenstad Barnes, Flere Lag Stevne Steering Committee Chair

Joy Shong, President, Nord 
Hedmark og Hedemarken Lag

John F. Peterson
President, Gudbrandsdals Lag National

Norma Kjenstad Barnes
President, Romerikslaget i Amerika

Rod Kurth
President, Solørlag of America

Gerald Frisbee
President, Trønderlag of America
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Lag Boards

ROMERIKSLAGET I AMERIKA
Website: www.fellesraad.com/romerikslaget/

Directors:
Mary Baumgartner, Joel Botten, Chris Falteisek, 
Eunice Helgeson, Jean Knaak, Barbara Nelson,  
Ray A. Olson	

President 
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer  
Director of Genealogy
Director of Membership
Past President

GUDBRANDSDAL LAG NATIONAL
Website: www.gudbrandlag.org

John F. Peterson
(Open)
Nancy Pickering
Marlilyn Sorensen
Jeff Svare
Martha J. Balfanz
Nancy Olson
Gary Romsaas
Gerald Hanson
Robert O. Olson
Richard Lundgren

President
Vice President
Secretary / Editor
Genealogist Emerita
Genealogist-Elect
Treasurer
Membership
Webmaster
Historian
Archivist
Stevne Liaison

NORD HEDMARK 
OG HEDEMARKEN LAG
Website: nhohlag.org

Joy Shong
Chris Falteisek
Jeri Johnson
Julie Anderson Glowka
Larry West
Linda Domier Lowry
Debra Lee Pritchard
Gary Romsaas
Dixie Hansen

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer / Editor
Genealogist
Director
Director
Director
Past President / Membership 

SOLØRLAG OF AMERICA
Website: www.solorlag.com

Rod Kurth
Denny Kalvig
Doug Johnson
Elaine Hasleton
Kathy Johnson
Karen  Weiberg
Shanna Kurth
Jean  Berg
LeAnn Hookom

President/Publication
Secretary
Treasurer 
Genealogist
Membership
Archive & History
Research Materials Manager
Publicity
Webmaster

Norma Kjenstad Barnes
Chuck McKeen
Linda McKeen
Mary F. Gross	
(Open)
Susan Waldera
Julie Clauson

Directors:
Linda Sutton Folk, Linda Domier Lowry, Sid Stivland

Directors at Large:
Andy Berg, Julie Clauson, LeAnn Hookom,  Mary Martin

2025 Flere Lag Stevne 
Steering Committee
Officers
Norma Barnes, Chair
Rod Kurth, Vice Chair
Joy Shong, Treasurer
Nancy Pickering, Secretary

Committee Members
Mary Baumgartner
Andy Berg
Sam Christenson

Gerry Frisbee
Dixie Hansen

TRØNDERLAG OF AMERICA
Website: www.tronderlag.org

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer / Membership 
Genealogist
Past President
Director
Director
Editor (pro tem), / Acting 
Historian

Gerald Frisbie
Sam Christenson
Karen Erickson Mullen
Jon Satrum 
Barry Dahl
Linda Schwartz
Duane Haugen
Joy Haugan Williams
Robert Fossum
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Remembering Lag Members and Associates  
Who Have Recently Passed Away

Til Minne Om

 
Peter “Pete” Christianson  •  1943-2025 (age 81)  •  Neenah, WI • N

Robert Gjengdahl  •  1943-2025 (age 81)  •  Minneapolis, MN • G

Many thanks to several lag photographers 
who contributed photos (about 250!) for this 
booklet: 
Norma Barnes, Dixie Hansen, Jeff Jorgenson, 
Doug Johnson, and Marilee Mortenson.

Tusen takk to those many volunteers who 
step up during the Stevne and say “How 
can I help?” You can and do... and everyone 
benefits. 
 
Hospitality? Registration? Hanging signs?  
AV Assistance? Introducing speakers? 
Running errands? Genealogy mentoring? 
Thank You!

Held in the Pines Room, second floor; begins Wednesday at 8:30 a.m.
Items of cultural interest welcome; indicate the lag to which the proceeds 

will be donated by filling out a form and attaching a color-coded tag.  
Bids will be accepted until 2:30 pm on Thursday; Winners at 3:45;  

pickup of items and payment (cash or checks only) after 3:45.

Silent Auction

This two-cent stamp in red, white and 
black was issued in the U.S. in 1925 to 
commemorate the Norse-American 
Centennial of the voyage of the Restauration. 
The engraving of that ship on this stamp was 
used as the basis for the ship appearing in the 
logo on the front cover of this program.
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Karen Mullen
Loppemarked Butikk
521 S. 58th St.
Omaha, NE  68106
cell 402-312-6067
fraumullen@yahoo.com
Norwegian sweaters, Norwegian jewelry, 
Henning carvings and  
candy figurines, Hardanger and tatted 
pieces, rosemaled pieces and more.
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Dave and Jana Dregne, celebrating 50 years in business
100 S. Main St., (corner of W. State and Main streets)
Westby, WI  54667
“A little piece of Scandinavia on the corner in Westby, WI”
(Retirement Sale; brochures, business cards, and postcards 
available; visit in person in Westby)

Julie and Lane Backus
Lena and Ole’s Gifts
891 N. Roadrunner Rd.
Apache Junction, AZ  85119
414-745-4362
jewelsdi@yahoo.com
Norwegian and other Scandinavian jewelry, kitchen 
linens incl. Swedish washcloths, children’s books,  
Norwegian jerseys, flags, Finnish hand lotion, gnomes, 
greeting cards, socks and more.

Thursday Only:Wednesday Only:

     Heidi Eger, our 9:15 AM speaker on  
Thursday, raises 100% grass-fed lamb and mutton 
at her Radicle Heart Farm in Canton, MN. She 
also teaches classes at Norway House about the 
Norwegian art of stamped & decorated sheepskins 
(“Skinnfell”), and will bring some to sell.

     Carol Hagen is an author of two children’s illustrated 
books: “What’s in the Rommegrøt?” and “How Many 
Kransekaker?!” She is selling both books, and will   
autograph them. She’s also offering aprons and flour sack 
towels that complement the books, as well as note cards. 

Carol Hagen
carolhagenbooks@gmail.com
563.379.6963
“Carol Hagen Books” on Facebook, 
and https://carolhagenbooks.wixsite.com/website

Book Authors/Speakers

RadicleHeartFarm@gmail.com
https://www.radicleheartfarm.com, and  
“Radicle Heart Farm” on Facebook
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Captured Moments
2024 Flere Lag Stevne, Willmar, MN

See more casual photos from last year, pp. 14–17
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Lag Presidents & more:
Front L to R: John Peterson, Gudbrandsdalslaget, 
Joy Shong, Nord Hedmark og Hedemarken, 
Norma Barnes, Romerikslag, Rod Kurth, Solørlag.
Back: Gerry Frisbee, Trønderlag,  
and Sam Christenson, Trønderlag VP

Filling up the 
Seminar Room 
prior to the next 
presentation!
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Mary Martin and Diane Clounch



5–8 August 2025, La Crosse/Onalaska, WI 7

(continued on next page)
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(continued on next page)

(Tuesday, continued from previous page)

−

−

−

−

 

 

Time Event Location 
−

−

− 

−

−

−

−

−



5–8 August 2025, La Crosse/Onalaska, WI 9

(Wednesday, continued from previous page)
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(continued on next page)

(Wednesday, continued from previous page)
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(Thursday, continued from previous page)
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(continued on next page)

(Thursday, continued from previous page)
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(Thursday, continued from previous page)
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More Photos
2024 Flere Lag Stevne, Willmar, MN

(continued from page 6)

Many thanks to those who took casual stevne photos  
seen in these pages: Credits go to:  Norma Barnes, Dixie Hansen,  
Jeff Jorgenson, Merilee Mortenson, and Gary Romsaas.

L to R: Polly Johnson, Jeff Jorgenson, Jackie Johnson (seated),  
Jane Holmquist, Theresa Nelson

Speaker Gracia Grindal: 
“The  Place of the Church in  
Norwegian Immigration  
to America”

Speaker Sandra Bestland:
“Women Pioneers:  

From Amsterdam to Swaziland”

Banquet Speaker Eric Dregni:  
“For the Love of Cod: Is Norway Truly the 

Happiest Country on Earth?”
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Lab
Genealogy

Martha Hegge Balfanz and Marilyn Sorensen 
assist a researcher in the Genealogy Lab

Debra Lee Pritchard does research in the Lab

Sign and plaque commemorating the Guri Endreson 
monument. Her cabin was one of the oldest buildings 
on its original site (built 1858) in Kandiyohi County.

The monument is located in the cemetery at Vikor  
Lutheran Church near Willmar, MN. The congregation 
for this church was first formed at the cabin home of 
Guri Endreson.

Stevne Tour
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Keynote Speaker: Lawrence Moe, 
with Mark and Marilee Mortensen

John Peterson and Dick Lundgren

Ray A. Olson in the Genealogy Lab
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Banquet & Bunad Parade 2024
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Lag Group Photos
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Group Photography by Doug Johnson
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Lower Level

2nd Floor

Main
Floor

  Hearth
  Room
(Hospitality)

Main Door

The
Galley

Lobby

NW
Reception
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“Watering
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O�ce RR RR
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Stage

A

Northwoods Conference Center 
Salons A & B = Genealogy Lab

C = Speakers
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(Lag Mtgs.)
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Lumber Jacks Patio

Registration

Breakfast

<-- To Hotel Rooms

62 x 80
(A + B)

62 x 31

Gudbrandsdal

Romerike

Trønderlag

Solørlag

Nord Hedmark
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