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Flere Lag Stevne Steering Committee 

(Gudbrandsdalslaget, Nord Hedmark og Hedemarken Lag,  

Romerikslaget i Amerika, Solørlag of America, Trønderlag of America) 

Meeting in person at hotel: Courtyard by Marriott Fargo Moorhead 

and Online via Zoom; Friday, October 21, 2022, 1:00 p.m. 
 

Members Attending (Alpha order by Lag and then last name): Nancy Pickering (Gud via Zoom), Dixie 

Hansen (Hed), Joy Shong (Hed), Norma Kjenstad Barnes (Rom via Zoom), Mary Baumgartner (Rom via 

Zoom), LeAnn Hookom (Sol), Kathy Johnson (Sol via Zoom); Sam Christenson (Tr), Robert Fossum (Tr).  

Also present: Meeting Host John Peterson (Gud), Lag Genealogist Marilyn Sorensen (Gud via Zoom), and 

guests Chuck and Linda McKeen (Rom) representing Norma and Mary.  

Absent: Dick Lundgren (Gud). No other lag genealogists attended.  

 

Call to Order 
Meeting called to order at 1:10 p.m. CDT in the Red River Meeting Room at the Courtyard by Marriott Hotel 

in Moorhead, MN. Five attended via Zoom; the others attended in person. Agenda sent in advance by Robert 

and adopted by acclamation. 

 

Reports 
1. Secretary – The Secretary’s report from the previous meeting of September 15, 2022 had been 

distributed earlier and was also attached to the Agenda, and was approved as part of the Agenda. 

 

Unfinished Business 
1. Visit site – Introduction of Chandra Sveum, the hotel’s Director of Sales, who led a tour of the 

facilities. The tour began in the Red River Meeting Room.  

a. Tour progressed down the hall to the “Prefunction Hall”, where it is likely we’ll place our 

Registration table and the lag tables.  

b. The Grand Ballroom was next, which can be divided into smaller spaces; six smaller salons 

A–F, three on each side of the large central area Salon G. Salon G, which has three doors but 

can be locked overnight, will also be used as the Genealogy Lab until Banquet Night, when 

the Lab will be packed up and the Salon G space converted for our banquet. It was 

mentioned that rectangular tables are preferred when it functions as our G. Lab, which will 

require a switchout to the round tables for the banquet. 

i. When used as our Genealogy Lab, Salon G will be divided for all five lags. 

ii. Although there are a few floor electrical outlets in Salon G, most outlets are along 

the walls. 

iii. The side salons can be for seminars or meetings; they are all approximately 28 x 21 

feet in space, and any two or three adjoining salons can be combined to make a 

larger space using folding walls. 

iv. The silent auction needs a space of its own (not enough room in the Genealogy Lab). 

c. We also saw the Great Plains Room, located near the hotel lobby, which has a counter and 

sink plus storage cabinet at one end, and is a good size for our Hospitality Suite.  

d. The Amber Valley Boardroom is smaller, but could be used for demos or board meetings 

or crafts, such as the Hardanger embroidery activities. Or if Jessica Bunderson attends and 

organizes children’s activities, they could be held here, or perhaps in the “Party Room” 

which we didn’t see. This room is too small for lag member annual meetings, though. 

e. Red River Room as the Vendor area – This room is a likely location for our vendors, 

especially since the room can be locked overnight. Not clear yet how many vendors we’ll 

have, and it might be tight depending on how many vendors we do have (we’ve lost some 

from previous years), but each will get two tables. If needed, we could put overflow into the 

hall. 
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2. Dates for Stevne – Further discussion from our September meeting, whether we should follow the 

(Tre Lag) custom of a) the first week in August, Wednesday through Saturday morning, or b) still the 

first week of August but shift to one day earlier, or c) shift altogether to the second week of August. 

Some have a conflict with the first week in August and changed their conflicting plans accordingly; 

if we now change stevne to the second week in August, that’s a burden on those who changed their 

schedules for us. The main reason for proposing a shift is because of hotel pricing. 

 

The biggest difference is in the minimum amount charged for food and beverage on a weekend vs. 

weekday night. If we follow the Wed–Sat schedule, and our banquet is on Friday night (Wednesday 

Aug 2–Saturday Aug 5 2023), the amount for minimum charge is $5000. But if we follow the Tues–

Fri schedule (Tuesday Aug 1–Friday Aug 4 2023) our banquet would be on Thursday, and the charge 

is $2500. Guest room charges are also lower in the earlier schedule. 

a. The conversation began by discussing which events would be on which days if we followed 

a Tue–-Fri schedule. That discussion expanded after a vote about changing dates. 

b. Dixie made a motion and John seconded to move the stevne dates to Tuesday Aug 1 through 

Friday Aug 4 of the first week in August 2023. Motion passed. There was a follow-up 

suggestion that we all let our newsletter editors know this so that each lag’s next newsletters 

can emphasize the change and that it is being done to save money. 

c. Also discussed was breakfast. It is not included in the room pricing. We should learn 

whether breakfast purchases count toward “minimum meals” and/or whether coffee breaks 

also count? Hot coffee in a coffee urn is priced at $30 a gallon. 

3. Dates for Activities  

a. Begin on Tuesday; Genealogy Lab setup in the morning; the Lab opens Tuesday afternoon 

(preference for rectangular tables rather than circular tables). Meanwhile, the Genealogy 

mini-session seminars last year were popular; we could do something similar this year (are 

there breakout rooms for this? Or use the smaller salons?), and maybe have a genealogy 

speaker Tuesday evening? There is room in the schedule for two speakers in the evening. 

Discussion about having the evening meal onsite vs. “go find your own” (there are a few fast 

food places within a couple of blocks, such as Village Inn, Starbucks, Dairy Queen Grill & 

Chill, Murphy’s Pub, Subway, Legends Sports Bar & Grill, etc.) 

b. Opening ceremony would be on the morning of the second day (Wednesday) for the entire 

group and includes the keynote speaker, followed by another speaker. In the afternoon, there 

are four speaker slots, two at a time, back to back. 

i. Perhaps an evening buffet meal at the hotel? (Talk about the space for his at the next 

meeting) 

ii. Second night is often Music Night, but Chris Falteisek can’t come this year, so, a 

movie night for Wednesday? Which movie? Light entertainment? Games? Or just 

more speaker slots? 

c. Thursday all day is speakers (four in the morning, two in the afternoon) ending soon enough 

to get ready for banquet & lag photos. We need to set a time to close the Genealogy Lab and 

begin packing it up, to make room for using the Salon G space for the banquet. 

d. Friday August 4 would be the tour, at the end of our stevne rather than at the beginning. That 

means hotel checkout for attendees before the checkout deadline. In the early morning there 

would be time for one lag meeting. We’ll need to arrange for a lunch somewhere, such as 

soup or salad with tea, coffee, lemonade. 

i. Norma had sent ahead her endorsement that we visit the Hjemkomst Center to see 

the Viking ship replica and the stave church. Agreement from all. 

ii. We could have our lunch at the Kringen Lodge Sons of Norway hall in Fargo. The 

meals are reasonably priced. Norma has approached them about a Scandinavian 

lunch; John is a member and says employee and volunteer turnover should be filled 

in before setting anything up, while Norma suggested asking the Fargo-Moorhead 

Daughters of Norway Lodge to find volunteers to help. 
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iii. Bus cost: Per an email from John: His best guess is the price has risen to $600 or 

more per bus; he says “the Moorhead Marriott is a simple 9-minute drive to the 

Hjemkomst, Hjemkomst to the Kringen Lodge is a 4 minute drive. Is it worth the 

cost? We may want another stop.” 

4. Speakers and Theme – John mentioned Don Schwert as a speaker on the geology of the area around 

Fargo/Moorhead. Sam mentioned Sven, a painter. The Red River Genealogical Society was 

mentioned. Our theme should be decided before the January newsletters go out but no ideas 

presented today. 

5. Next Steps – no action steps required right now, but we do need to get the hotel contract worked up. 

Dixie will help with that. 

 

New Business 
Sites for Stevne 2024 & 2025; Report from Fossum on La Crosse. 

1. Discussion of several places in Wisconsin we’ve used before that are no longer available because the 

hotels have been razed and replaced with other structures for businesses.  

2. Still a lot of support for La Crosse, WI, but there are booking conflicts for 2024 and one night of 

2025. The alternative there is the La Crosse Center, but it’s very expensive. 

3. Also light discussion of possible future host cities in WI, MN, ND, SD, and IA. Nothing decided at 

this point. 

 

Announcements: Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be held via Zoom on Wednesday night, January 11, at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Adjournment 
Adjourned at 3:13 p.m. CDT 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Nancy Pickering 

Secretary 

Submitted 10/22/2022; revised 10/25/2022 


