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Flere Lag Stevne Steering Committee 

(Gudbrandsdalslaget, Nord Hedmark og Hedemarken Lag,  

Romerikslaget i Amerika, Solørlag of America, Trønderlag of America) 

Online via Zoom; Wednesday, March 15, 2023, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Members Attending (Alpha order by Lag and then last name): Dick Lundgren (Gud), Nancy Pickering 

(Gud), Dixie Hansen (Hed), Joy Shong (Hed), Norma Kjenstad Barnes (Rom), Mary Baumgartner (Rom), 

LeAnn Hookom (Sol), Kathy Johnson (Sol); Sam Christenson (Tr), Robert Fossum (Tr).  

Also present: John Peterson (Gud & Advisor for Fargo area), Jeri Johnson (Hed; Vendor info) 

 

Note: Robert sent ahead a full agenda which included minutes from the meeting of February 15. Joy sent an 

updated Potential Speaker List, a Budget worksheet, and a Meal Choices document. LeAnn had previously 

sent a floor plan for the convention space in Willmar for a future stevne. 

 

Call to Order/Open Meeting 
Meeting called to order at 7:03 p.m. CDT via Zoom. Agenda and minutes sent in advance by Robert. No 

edits requested; Robert declared the minutes were approved as submitted. 

 

Stevne Planning 
1. Program Schedule 

a. Opening Ceremonies – Wednesday, 9:15, and Robert will be the Emcee. We’ll need a 

music source for opening anthems; if Robin Fossum is in charge of music for the Opening 

Ceremonies (only) she’ll bring a boom box with recorded music, including the Call of the 

Lur (Joy has the lur and can bring it if someone is willing to play it; LeAnn might be able to 

play it with practice (with her trumpet background); otherwise it’s unlikely we’d have a 

player and would play the recording). The Keynote speaker has not yet been chosen, but 

Lawrence Moe was suggested as he has more than one topic presentation available and may 

also present in another slot as well.  

b. Topics and Speakers – Joy presented her updated spreadsheet of speaker possibilities with 

notes. Per Joy’s schedule spreadsheet, the speaker slots are one block on Tuesday night (for 

four genealogy mini-sessions; See below), one after the Keynote on Wednesday morning 

plus two or four on Wednesday night, and up to eight on Thursday (4 morning and 4 

afternoon). Some presentations could be given twice to solve scheduling conflicts and it 

would also cost us less since repeat speakers would get paid $150 for two (while single slots 

are $100). 

i. Lawrence Moe (Keynote on Wednesday [probably his Early Folk Poets of the Red 

River Valley, since it ties into our stevne location], plus his Beowulf: Heroes, 

Monsters, Treasure, and a Dragon” talk in another slot).  

ii. Karen Hansen Brandeis, Encounter on the Great Plains: Scandinavian Settlement & 

Dispossession of Dakota Indians 1890-1930. This will be a long-distance via Zoom 

presentation so we need to work out the logistics, especially for asking questions, 

but would be right after the Keynote (about 11:00 Central [12:00 Eastern] or so) in 

the same large room. 

iii. Solveig Kitchell (Norman Co. Hist Soc.). Confirmed; topic TBD 

iv. Roger Hellesvig (“Trunk”) – prefers Wed. Confirmed. 

v. Mark Peihl and Marcus Krueger (Clay County Museum, they each have more than 

one presentation offered). Red River Girl approved, can also choose between 

Norwegian Immigration to the Red Rivcr Valley and “Stockwood Fill” or another 

talk about the early railroad to Fargo-Moorhead, as long as we don’t repeat the 

railroad theme. 

vi. Dan Schwert: Geology of the area/ Red River. Confirmed. 
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vii. Sven Lendauer The Arts and Crafts of Ancient Scandinavia. Confirmed; asks fee of 

$150. Would like a vendor table, too, to sell his book. 

viii. Elaine Hasleton, Family in area, should speak on Tuesday or Wednesday. 

Confirmed? 

ix. Genealogy Research Demos/mini-sessions: Room for four: 1) Dictate into Microsoft 

Word, 2) Tips for the Digital Archive, 3) Family Search Wiki or Learning Center 

classes led by Elaine Hasleton, 4) Advanced Google Translate led by Nancy.  

Still some interest in finding an Indigenous speaker since the land our immigrant ancestors 

settled was originally in the hands of the Native Americans who lived there. 

 

Still have questions about who in which slots. Some speakers need props or tables. 

 

Mary Baumgartner is currently our lone “Program Committee” and needs other person(s) to 

help. Sam and Dick were appointed as additional consultants, with perhaps additional input 

from John Peterson. The goal is to try filling in blank spots in our schedule grid – perhaps 

four? We can also consider other Historical Society talks or asking some speakers to present 

twice. The committee can send reports by email to the group. This item is ongoing. 

 

c. Tour(s) – After a long discussion about bus costs and logistics, the group reached a 

consensus not to get a bus. The Hjemkomst Center and the local Sons of Norway Kringen 

Lodge are both in the general area, and this saves overall cost and simplifies our Registration 

fees and forms. We will encourage carpooling to Hjemkomst and to the Lodge for lunch.  

d. Entertainment and Music – We liked Sid Stivland as Emcee last year and will ask him to 

do so again this year. Robin Fossum will play her Hardanger Fiddle. She does not need a 

piano but may need a keyboard; if so, Robert has one, but we could rent one if need be. She 

does use a boombox with recorded music.  

For Banquet entertainment, John will speak to the local Sons of Norway’s accordion group. 

We’ll also have the Bunad Parade. If the accordions aren’t available, we’ll make do with 

only the Bunad Parade. Also needed is a photographer for lag photos. Chris Falteisek won’t 

be there this year to take photos.  

2. Meals  

a. Lefse – The first item discussed here was getting lefse locally. Consensus for getting lefse 

from “Freddy’s Lefse Bakery” located in West Fargo; they are the easiest choice and they 

mass produce their product. Cost for the banquet would be around $2.00 per person. They 

could also be a vendor.  

b. Banquet food choices – Joy presented her spreadsheet for meal choices. Most dinner 

choices were similarly priced ($23–$26 pp; chicken and pork the most probable options) but 

we can’t decide for sure until the end of April per the hotel, when prices are revised. For 

dessert; the cupcakes option at $20 per dozen or $1.67 each, had the most support.  

c. Other meals – Options for meals supplied by the hotel at other times were also discussed. 

They offer soup/salad meals and boxed lunches. Suggested 1) a boxed lunch of sandwiches 

on Tuesday between Genealogy sessions and we could use one of the unused speaker rooms; 

and 2) Could we do this for Wednesday lunch, too? We need sit-down spaces to do that. A 

buffet was also suggested, but we’d need sit-down space for that, too, and it would probably 

be too expensive. Noted that in good weather there would be outside seating. 

3. Publicity – Will be handled by Norma, and by Jean Berg. They really can’t do much more until 

specifics are in place; there are plans for a news release in late April. The plan is to send fliers to 

Lutheran Churches, Sons of Norway, and similar to advertise our stevne. Not just in the 

Fargo/Moorhead area, but it was also suggested to include Minot, Williston, Alexandria, Bemidji, 

and Brainerd; and to use the poster artwork Nancy has already designed. Further publicity (ad space: 

see 5.b. below) by vendors to reach our attendees could be available in the stevne Program Book. 

4. Budget – Meal costs were already discussed, as were speaker payments. Joy shared her spreadsheet. 

Some items she highlighted: We don’t need to rent a piano but do need to rent some equipment. We 
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do have projectors but we may need screen rental at $250, as well as microphones at $187.50. We 

can save money by making our own coffee. 

5. Other Items if questions or reports 

a. Photographer – This would be for the Lag Photos on Banquet Night but could also include 

other shots throughout. Doing this “In-house” would mean not hiring outside our group and 

be lots less expensive and we wouldn’t have to include this in the budget. Suggested Doug 

Johnson or Shanna Kurth? Some shots would be casual but the posed lag photos on Banquet 

Night require good equipment and good composition skill. 

b. Vendors – Jeri and Norma reported we have four confirmed: 1) Sven Lendauer for his book 

The Arts and Crafts of Ancient Scandinavia, needs a table to sell his book. 2) Nordic Designs 

(Lois and Ron Mueller), 3) Loppemarked Butikk (Karen Mullen), and 4) Lena and Ole’s 

Gifts (Julie and Lane Backus). Freddie’s Lefse might also be a vendor in addition to 

supplying lefse for our banquet, but they could only come one day due to staffing; however 

they could sell frozen packages – maybe Thursday? The Lefse King (Gary Legwold) has 

opted out. Another possibility is Stabo Scandinavian Imports of Fargo, although they may 

choose to only advertise in our Program Booklet. We do have ad space we can sell to those 

who have items of a Norwegian theme – deadline for ads to Nancy for booklet inclusion 

would be July 1. 

c. Silent Auction – There isn’t enough room inside the Genealogy Lab this year for the silent 

auction tables. The hallway outside of Salons A, B, and C is wider than it looks on the floor 

plan, and this is where silent auction tables will be set up. The connecting doors to this wing 

of the building can be closed off and locked overnight. 

d. Genealogy Lab – Besides the large central Grand Ballroom (“Salon G”), we plan to use 

Salon A on one side and Salon D on the other side for Genealogy space. That leaves Salons 

B & C and E & F for speaker/seminar rooms.  

Decided at the last meeting the lag tables will be placed in the reception area. 

e. Hospitality Room – Nothing new to report; they did great last year and we can go on 

“autopilot” this year.  

6. Site Selection for future Stevner – Robert reported that the Lismore Hotel in Eau Claire, WI is not 

big enough, and La Crosse has a similar profile. LeAnn had sent ahead the floor plan and room 

dimensions for the Conference Center in Willmar; Dixie, LeAnn and Dick will visit to scope it out 

sometime in April and report back. Sam will look into Duluth and find out pricing there. 

 

Next Meeting 
The next meeting must be held before the end of April due to lag newsletter deadlines. It will be held via 

Zoom on Wednesday night, April 19, at 7:00 p.m.  

 

Adjournment 
Dixie moved and Norma seconded for adjournment. Meeting adjourned at 8:53 p.m. CDT. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Nancy Pickering 

Secretary 

Submitted 3/17/2023, Final on 3/21 


