Flere Lag Stevne Steering Committee

Minutes: February 19, 2026 4:30 pm
Via ZOOM

Call to order: Chair Rod Kurth - 4:33 pm

Roll Call: Chair - Rod Kurth, Solorlag; Vice Chair - Dixie Hansen, N. Hedmark og Hedmarken Lag;
Treasurer - Joy Shong, N. Hedmark og Hedmarken Lag; Secretary - Norma Barnes, Romerikslaget;
Jeff Svare, Gudbrandsdalslag; Andy Berg, Solorlag; Martha Balfanz, Gudbrandsdalslag; Mary
Baumgartner, Romerikslaget

Stevne Program Editor - Nancy Pickering, Gudbrandsdalslag;

Stevne Registrar - Chuck McKeen, Romerikslaget.

Absent: Gerry Frisbie, Tronderlag; Sam Christenson, Tronderlag.

Reports:
* Secretary — Norma Kjenstad Barnes

v Minutes of January 22, 2026 meeting emailed. Andy moved to accept. Passed.
* Treasurer — Joy Shong

v Current balance combined bank accounts: $2063

Unfinished Business:
* 2026 Stevne theme - “Echoes of the Past: Stories of our Immigrant Ancestors.”
v Nancy - started research on creating a graphic design for the printed program.
v Dixie - will create a fillable PDF form for lag members to submit Norwegian ancestor stories.
The form can be posted to lag websites and Facebook groups and emailed to members.
v Jeft - researched historic Norwegian churches in the 3-county area and will provide a spreadsheet
to lag genealogists for use in finding members with ancestors in those early congregations.
* Speakers -
V' Tuesday: afternoon - Elaine Hasleton - “Finnskog Genealogy Research;”
evening - Shanna Kurth - “History of Norwegian/Finnish Bread.” Both confirmed by Rod.
v Wednesday: Bill Fried & Joe Grodahl (Giants of the Earth Heritage Center);
Miranda Moen (Austin architect) - “Houses our Ancestors Built.” Confirmed by Mary.
Chris Falteisek - “Visits to Ancestral areas in Norway.” Confirmed by Dixie.
V' Thursday: Elaine Hasleton - “House History Research.” Confirmed by Rod.
Dr. Lawrence Moe - “Stories of our Immigrant Ancestors.” - Confirmed by Mary.
v' Possibles: Liz Bucheit - “Norwegian Silver Jewelry.” - Mary will contact.
Jeff Svare (genealogist)- family stories ?
* Tour -
v Rod - contacted Freeborn County History Center & Village, Albert Lea, for possible Fri. am tour
and waiting for response. Other options: Spam Museum; Country churches & old cemeteries.
* Banquet Entertainment options -
v Dave Swenson, Boone, 1A - Hardanger tfiddle player. Mary contacted. He’s available to perform
for $250 fee.
v Janette Dragvold, Peterson, MN - Hardanger fiddle & nyckelharpa player. Mary will contact.
v Rod - contact local visitors bureau/Chamber of Commerce re. possible entertainers.

Next meeting: Thursday, March 19, 2026, 4:30 pm - Zoom

Adjournment: 5:36 pm - (Respectfully submitted by Norma Kjenstad Barnes, Secretary)



