Flere Lag Stevne Steering Committee

Minutes: January 22, 2026 4:30 pm
Via ZOOM

Call to order: Chair Rod Kurth - 4:30 pm

Roll Call: Chair - Rod Kurth, Solorlag President; Vice Chair - Dixie Hansen, N. Hedmark og
Hedmarken Lag Membership; Treasurer - Joy Shong, N. Hedmark og Hedmarken President; Secretary
- Norma Barnes, Romerikslaget President; Jeff Svare, Gudbrandsdalslag Genealogist; Andy Berg,
Solorlag Director; Mary Baumgartner, Romerikslaget Director; Gerry Frisbie, Tronderlag President;
Sam Christenson, Treonderlag Vice President. Absent: Martha Balfanz, Gudbrandsdalslag Director.
Also present: Stevne Program Editor - Nancy Pickering, Gudbrandsdalslag Newsletter Editor;

Stevne Registrar - Chuck McKeen, Romerikslaget Vice President

Reports:
* Secretary — Norma Kjenstad Barnes

v Minutes of November 20, 2025 meeting corrected and emailed. Dixie moved to accept. Passed.
* Treasurer — Joy Shong

v Current bank balance: $1430+

v Issued checks to all five lags for pro-rated proceeds of 2025 stevne.

v Paid $1000 deposit for 2026 stevne to Double Tree by Hilton.

Unfinished Business:
¢ 2026 Stevne (September 15-18) venue - Double Tree by Hilton in Austin, Minnesota

v Rod signed contract with hotel.

v Dixie reported our stevne guest room rate is $109/night plus tax. She advised that everyone
should use the online reservation link to avoid issues with calling to reserve. (She emailed link.)

e 2026 Stevne theme -

v Dixie: “Echos of the Past: Stories of our Immigrant Ancestors.” Norma moved to accept. Passed.
Action Item: Nancy will start creating a graphic design for the printed program.

v Joy & Dixie - Lag members submit stories about their ancestors to post at stevne, similar to that
done at Tre Lag Stevne a number of years ago. Jeff suggested recipes also be included. Agreed
by consensus. Action Item: Dixie organize submission process and develop instructions.

« Speakers -

v Mary suggested several potential speakers: Bill Fried & Joe Grodahl, Giants of the Earth
Heritage Center - topics relating to early Norwegian settlement in Southern Minnesota;

Dr. Rachel Hanel, historian and writing instructor at MSU Mankato - “exploring turning
genealogical research into meaningful family stories;” - Bethany Housewares: Scandinavian
cooking/baking equipment; Miranda Moen, Austin architect - “Houses our Ancestors Built.”
Action Item: Mary will contact these potential speakers to schedule for stevne.

v Rod has contacted a couple of speakers: Elaine Hasleton - “Finnskog Genealogy Research” and
“House History Research;” Shanna Kurth - “History of Norwegian/Finnish Bread.” Action
Item: Rod will confirm with them and ask Shanna to be group photographer.

Other Follow-up Action Items:
v Jeff has identified several early Norwegian churches in the area and doing further research.
v Rod - contact Freeborn County History Center & Village, Albert Lea for possible Fri. am tour.
v Sam - contact Austin and Albert Lea Sons of Norway lodges re. potential speakers.
v Dixie - contact Chris Falteisek re. presentation on 2025 Norway trip/and or church organ concert.

Next meeting: Thursday, February 19, 2026, 4:30 pm - Discuss tour options.
Adjournment: 5:25 pm - (Respectfully submitted by Norma Kjenstad Barnes, Secretary)



