
Flere Lag Stevne Steering Committee
Minutes: November 20, 2025	 	 4:30 pm


Via ZOOM


Call to order:	Chair Rod Kurth - 4:33 pm


Roll Call: Chair - Rod Kurth, Solørlag President; Vice Chair - Dixie Hansen, N. Hedmark og       
Hedmarken Lag Membership; Treasurer - Joy Shong -, N. Hedmark og Hedmarken President;         
Secretary - Norma Barnes, Romerikslaget President; Jeff Svare - Gudbrandsdalslag Genealogist;    
Andy Berg - Solørlag Director; Martha Balfanz - Gudbrandsdalslag Director; Mary Baumgartner - 
Romerikslag Director; Gerry Frisbie - Trønderlag President.

(Absent) Sam Christenson - Trønderlag Vice President

(Guest) John F. Peterson - Gudbrandsdalslag Vice President (acting President)


Reports:

• Secretary – Norma Kjenstad Barnes

✓ Minutes of October 2, 2025 meeting accepted as emailed.


• Treasurer – Joy Shong

✓ Current treasury balance (no change): $6653.87

✓ Reissued lost check to Gudbrandsdalslag for Silent Auction proceeds.


• Review 2025 Stevne “New Land, New Life 1825-2025” Tues., Aug. 5 - Aug. 7

✓ Attendee evaluations - Sam Christenson emailed. Rod reviewed - 50 submitted. Most noteworthy 

was that 45 stated preference for continuing Tuesday-Friday schedule.


Unfinished Business:

• 2026 Stevne (September 15-17) venue - Double Tree by Hilton in Austin, Minnesota

✓ Rod and Dixie visited the DoubleTree by Hilton and negotiated a contract. A down payment of 

$1500.00 will be required.

✓ The hotel doesn’t set the guest room rate until nine months before the event, so we hope to know 

that by our January meeting.

✓ Norma moved to approve the negotiated contract. Motion passed. Rod will sign contract and 

send to hotel.

• 2026 Stevne theme - suggestions

✓ Joy - something related to the history of Norwegian farming in the area.

✓ Dixie - have people from each lag share stories about their ancestors from Norway.

✓ Norma - possible slogan - “Stories of our Immigrant Ancestors.”


Action Items:

✓ Jeff Svare will research the early Norwegian church congregations in the Austin area to find out 

if any of the members were from our lag regions.

✓ Rod will contact Sam Christenson for any contacts in the Austin area.


Next meeting:		 Thursday, January 22, 2025, 4:30 pm


Adjournment: 5:31 pm


Respectfully submitted by Norma Kjenstad Barnes, Secretary


